
Surprised by meeting elephant twins 
while lost in the forest, Nina and Keanu

embark on an adventure that takes them
on a journey beyond anything they could

have imagined.

The Elephant And Children’s Land Story 
is the first in a trilogy introducing children

to the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals. 

Writing this story with elephants reminded
us that we can achieve a better world by

partnering with nature in unity.

illustrations by idris van heffen

A TRILOGY
Introducing Children 

to the Sustainable Development Goals

ELEPHANT
THE

ANDCHILDREN'S
LANDSTORY



illustrations by idris van heffen

ELEPHANT
THE

ANDCHILDREN'S
LANDSTORY



Dedicated 
with love and unity 
to all inhabitants 
of planet earth.

Authors:  
Patricia Brown, 
Annette Hadaway, 
Captive Held and Wild Elephants from Around the World.

Editor: Sandy Miller

Illustrator: Idris van Heffen, Studio Iedman

Graphic Designer: Christina Kimoni, Kimona Designs

Contributors:  
Yvonne Beri,
Tina Sieber,
Terra Norihiro, 
Mata Ma, 
Sue Blythe, 
Ingrid Larson,
Commons Cluster of the U.N. NGO Major Group 
led by Dr. Lisinka Ulatowska, Nature Communication for Global
Transformation class led by Dr. Maia Kincaid.
All-Win Network

Team Leader: Annette Hadaway, Animal And Nature Connect.



“Let me tell you the story,” said the elephant,

“of a time when all of the wildlife corridors in the 

land, sea and air were almost wiped clean off 

the face of the earth.” 



The elephant began the story. 

“Ouch! Grumble, grunt oof, then splash, A boy with the name of
Keanu ended up tripping over his shoelaces he forgot to tie,
landing in the stream next to his sister, Nina.” 

“We are lucky to play today, while our parents are away, eh Nina?”

“Yes Keanu, this is so much more fun than staying in camp
organizing boring supplies,” said Nina as she extended her hand
helping Keanu out of the water. “Come check out this rainbow
colored fish.” 

“I can see the beauty from here, Nina. There's a huge bush
behind you that looks like it has mangos on it, I’m starting to get
hungry. Let’s go investigate, " said Keanu.

“Sure I’m starving, I’ll race you there,” said Nina.



Just as Keanu plunged his hand to grab a mango,
an elephant trunk appeared grabbing at the same mango.
Keanu jumped back in shock while Nina raced over and
snatched the mango from the elephant's trunk. 

“Give that back!” said the elephant. 

“There are enough mangos for all of us to share,” 
said a second elephant looking exactly like the first.

“You’re absolutely right we can share,” 
agreed Keanu as he caught sight of two young elephants 
peering around the mango bush. 



“I didn't know elephants can talk,” Nina said. 

The elephants replied, ”We didn’t know humans could hear us,”
while the foursome moved to a prime location, stuffing themselves
with the delicious fruit.

“This is my brother Keanu. I’m Nina. What are your names?”

“We are Udu and Dagda, twins of the Rainbow Herd. 
This forest is our home. Where’s yours?” said Udu.

“We’re staying with our parents in the research camp but 
we don’t know how to get back there,”said Keanu. 

“We’ll help you get back. Let’s get some food for your
backpacks,” said Dagda as they moved deeper into the forest. 



The elephants ran ahead twirling their trunks like rotor blades.
Playing and laughing, Nina and Keanu ran ahead of the
elephants in a game of leapfrog, only stopping to fill their mouths
with berries. The elephant twins ran to an amber tree glowing with
a soft light, bumping into it like a battering ram and shaking the
golden fruit down to the ground so Nina and Keanu could stuff
the fruit into their backpacks. 

“I’ve never tasted golden fruit before,” Nina said, wiping the big
juicy treat dribbles from her chin. 

“Yes, the fruit is delicious. We also use this as medicine,” Udu said. 

“How do you use this medicine?” Keanu asked. 

“For lots of things like stomach aches, vitamins that help our
eyesight. The juice of the fruit can even heal cuts and bruises,”
Dagda said. 



As the foursome continued deeper into the woods they were
enchanted by the shades of all colors. The landscape offered the
promise of treasures to be found on every surface of this magical
food forest.

“Auntie Gaia, meet our new friends,” said Dagda and Udu in unison. 

“So this is where you are,” said Auntie Gaia. 
“I’ve been looking for you.” 

“We’ve been right here,” said Dagda.

The elephant twins and the humans shared with Auntie Gaia how
they met and that Nina and Keanu couldn't find their way back to
their camp. Auntie Gaia then explained the herd was getting
ready to move deeper in the forest for bathing. 

“Can we go swimming, too?” Nina asked excitedly. 

“Why of course, and after swimming Udu and Dagda can walk
you back to your parents' camp,” said Auntie Gaia. 



Udu and Dagda led the way to
the swimming place followed by
Nina and Keanu while Auntie
Gaia brought up the rear. Feet
of all sizes crunched on leaves
and sticks as the group walked. 

A tiny purple and yellow bird
chirped, “Hey, can you toss up
some of those twigs you just
stepped on? I can use them for
my nest.” Auntie Gaia stopped
to lend the bird her trunk energy,
carefully reaching each little
twig up to the bird. A group of
ants lined a path up to the tree
carrying leaves helping to build
the nest. The forest sang, humans
giggled, the elephants
trumpeted. A community of
love, comfort and joy enveloped
the group.



Towering date palms with an abundance of hanging golden
baskets of fruit lined the path. While gazing in fascination at the
color and size of the palms, Nina asked, “How do we get the fruit
down?” Auntie Gaia was about to answer when she was
interrupted by the clatter of a bulldozer. 

“There’s a bulldozer nearby,” said Udu.

“Let’s get close to Auntie Gaia,''said Dagda. 

Nina and Keanu looked at each other and Nina said, 
“We don’t hear anything.” 

Auntie Gaia said, “We know you don’t,” as she drew the children
closer to her side with her trunk. “We elephants can hear sounds
over three kilometers away. We also hear with our feet.” 

“Are you protecting us, Auntie Gaia?” Keanu asked. 

“Yes the trees are cloaking me with their color,” said Auntie Gaia. 

“I was wondering why we all looked golden,” Keanu said. 



“The forest provides everything we need. That's why the bulldozers
are so dangerous: they will destroy our home and community.
Now it’s time to move on,” she said, leading them into the forest
towards the swimming stream.

When they reached the stream they saw a herd of eight
elephants playing in the water, some wrestling, some drinking,
and some soaking their feet. 

“Wow! Listen to all that trumpeting,” Nina said. 

“They're greeting us,” 
the twins said in unison as they jumped into the stream. 



Keanu found a rock ledge near a cascading waterfall across
which a rainbow appeared. Throwing himself down on his
stomach with his face cradled in his hands he stared at the
rainbow and turned to Auntie Gaia. “I’ve seen so many rainbow
images lately,'' he said to her. “Is there a special meaning to
rainbows?” 

“Yes, there is,” Auntie Gaia replied and then went on to explain.
“Centuries ago there was a flash of light. Then rains fell on the
Baobab forest. Droplets of water rolled off their leaves onto
flowers of all colors. A rainbow covered the sky and the first
elephants appeared in the forest. They called themselves the
Rainbow Herd.” 

“That’s a wonderful story, thank you for sharing,” said Keanu.

“It's time for you to get back to your parents' camp,''
Auntie Gaia said.



“I’m excited to see my parents,'' Nina said to Udu. She paused
and then asked, “Your parents weren’t at the swimming stream.
Where are they?” 

“Our father is foraging for new places to eat while building new
forests. Our mother was taken by the bulldozers and is a working
elephant in captivity,” Udu said. 

“That’s terrible. I can’t imagine my mom being taken away from
me,” Nina said. 

Dagda said, “We really miss her, and we’re grateful that Auntie
Gaia is watching over us.”

“Is your dad building new forests all by himself?” Nina asked.

“Big tuskers like our father promote working together by planting
food seeds through their dung. Just by being with nature they
create new life,” Dagda explained. 

“Would it be all right with you if we asked our parents to visit you
before we go home?” Nina asked. Udu and Dagda gleefully
trumpeted their joy at the thought of seeing their friends again.



After the elephants left Nina and Keanu at the edge of their
camp they watched them safely arrive before turning back to the
forest. As Udu and Dagda walked back to their herd they were
astonished to see a bulldozer. 

Suddenly they felt ropes tying them up while they heard a male
voice say, “Gotcha!” 

The next second they found themselves pulled into the back of a
truck. At the same moment Nina and Keanu while walking into
their camp heard the roar of bulldozers. Nina and Keanu ran to
discover their elephant friends in the back of a truck. They listened
while several men talked with excitement about what a high price
elephant twins would bring. Nina and Keanu hopped into the
truck and covered themselves with browse. The men carried on
their conversation about selling the twin elephants to a zoo, circus
or wealthy humans for backyard pets. They never noticed Nina
and Keanu hiding in the back of the truck. 



After a long bumpy ride the truck stopped. Keanu whispered, 
“I wonder where we are?” 

Udu said, “We have been taken to a camp at the edge of the
forest.” 

“Keanu hurry up, we have to get out of the truck before the men
see us,” Nina urged. 

Dagda said “Be sure to be quiet, we don’t want them to hear you.” 

Nina and Keanu quietly sneaked out of the truck bed and hid
behind the safety of a large mango bush. They watched as the
men forced the elephants out of the truck into a large fenced
area connected to a makeshift sheet metal building. Udu and
Dagda made an effort to distract the men from finding the
children by trumpeting. This angered one of the men, who started
hitting the elephants with a large stick. Infuriated, Nina dashed out
from the bush with her teeth bared, her hands clenched in the air
yelling “stop that!” Keanu reached out to grab her but missed. 
He ran from the bush after Nina. Then he heard a voice say,
“Gotcha!” 



Keanu and Nina found themselves locked in the building they had
seen while hiding in the mango bush. “It’s so dark in here, let me
get the light out of my backpack,” Keanu said.

Finding his light, Keanu flashed it around the room revealing many
species of animals in cages. Suddenly the room was alive with the
chattering of animals. Nina raised her voice, “One at a time. 
I can't understand when you all talk at once.” 

“One at a time. I can’t understand when you all talk at once,” 
a grey parrot mimicked. The owl faced monkeys howled with
laughter. The pangolins rolled themselves into balls to hide from
the light. The ball pythons intertwined themselves for protection.
“Calm down everyone,'' said the cheetah, ''Let's get to know
these children.” 



“Let me introduce ourselves, I’m Keanu, this is my sister Nina. 
We were captured when we tried to rescue our elephant friends.
Have you all been here long?” 

“We were captured from the forest two days ago. The men are
planning to sell us,” the cheetah explained. 

Suddenly they heard footsteps. Keanu switched off the light. 
The door opened revealing a luminous figure, and the air was
filled with serenity. 

“Don’t be afraid. I’ve just brought you water to drink. You must be
very thirsty by now,” said a voice. Keanu turned his light back on
to see a small frail boy dressed in tattered clothing. “My name is
Idin. I'm the son of one of the men that brought you here.” 

“Where are you taking us?” Keanu asked. 

“My father and the other men are planning to ship you to another
country to be sold with these animals,” Idin said.

“Sell us? You can’t sell us--our parents won’t let you. I’m sure they
are looking for us by now,” Keanu said. 

“My father and the men are going to the city tomorrow to get
supplies. That’s when you can leave safely,” Idin said.



Without warning Idin’s body suddenly started shaking, erupting
into violent coughing. He ripped off a piece of his shirt to wipe his
mouth and the shirt came away bloody while he continued to
cough and tremble. 

“Are you sick?” Nina asked. 

Idin said “This happens because I have a lung disease. I’m sick
because our community has little food and no money for doctors.
We have fires in our homes to keep us warm and for cooking. The
smoke from the fire makes it hard to breathe. With my sickness
caring for the animals is the only job I can do. My father is selling
the animals to get money for doctors.” 

Keanu said, “Here let me help you sit down.”

“Keanu, do you remember what the elephants told us about the
golden fruit?” Nina asked. 

“Yes, I do,” Keanu said. “It has healing power.”



All at once Udu and Dagda reached their trunks through gaps in
the sheet metal. “We've heard your conversation,” Udu said. 

“Nina, you have the golden fruit in your backpack. Give some of it
to Idin to heal him,” Dagda said. 

“Oh yeah,” Nina exclaimed while reaching into her backpack for
the fruit, handing it to Idin. 

“All for me?” Idin asked in surprise. 

“Yes,” Udu said, “And you will soon start feeling better.” 

Keanu and Nina distributed the fruit to all the animals, keeping a
little bit for themselves. Then they made themselves as comfortable
as they could for the night, sharing Idin’s sleeping area.



The next morning Idin announced that he felt much better and
asked Keanu and Nina if they would lead him and his father to
where the golden fruit grew. “That fruit would save the lives of my
people in the village,” Idin said. 

“You’re right, Idin,” Auntie Gaia’s voice said. 

“Auntie Gaia, where are you?” Nina shouted. 

“I’m right here,” she answered while removing a panel from the
rooftop. “I’ve been watching over you. I’ve known where you are
the whole time. I heard the men say they were going to be away
for three days. Let’s get you out of here. That will give us time to
gather enough fruit for your village.”

After the cheetah cleared her throat, ”Sorry for the interruption,
but could you release us?” 

“Certainly,” Auntie Gaia said while reaching her trunk down
through the roof unlocking the cages while Nina, Keanu, and 
Idin opened the door to release all of them.



Once Auntie Gaia, Udu, Dagda, Keanu, Nina and Idin made their
way to the forest, Auntie Gaia suggested the group collect vines
to create baskets that would hold the food they were taking to
the village. Everyone loaded baskets of food to carry. When they
reached the village they were met by Idin’s father and the group
of men returning from their supply trip. 

“Father,” Idin yelled happily, “We’ve brought healing food. 

The elephants are inviting our people to share the knowledge about
how the forest can feed and heal us.” Reaching out his hand, Idin
said, “I’ve eaten some of this golden fruit and it's already healing me.” 

Curious about the elephants and children, all the villagers gathered
around them to listen. Idin’s father embraced his son and said to the
villagers, “We can learn a lesson to all work together living in unity
with nature.”



When Nina and Keanu returned to camp there was no one 
to be found. The people had packed up and left. The children
and parents had agreed on a plan to meet at the port if they
ever were separated. Udu and Dagda accompanied Nina and
Keanu to the port where they boarded the first of a series of ships
to search for their parents. 

And now it is time to end the story and for you to rest. Tomorrow I will
share the adventures of “The Elephant And Children’s Sea Story.”

“to never forget.” 

“That is a lesson,”
said the great grey elephant, 



Land Story Key

Character Name: Auntie Gaia
Meaning: Mother Earth
Origin: Greek Mythology

Character Name: Idin
Meaning: Unity

Origin: Igbo/Congo

Character Name: Keanu
Meaning: Air
Origin: Hawaiian

Character Name: Nina
Meaning: Fire
Origin: Indigenous American

Character Name: Dagda
Meaning: Earth

Origin: Irish Mythology

Character Name: Udu
Meaning: Water
Origin: Hindi



Transforming our world in harmony with nature, Integrating nature
into the implementation of the United Nations Sustainability Goals -
The Adult Trilogy by All-Win Network

GOAL 1: No Poverty

GOAL 2: Zero Hunger

GOAL 3: Good Health and Well-being

GOAL 4: Quality Education

GOAL 5: Gender Equality

GOAL 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

GOAL 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

GOAL 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

GOAL 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

GOAL 10: Reduced Inequality

GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

GOAL 12: Responsible Consumption and Production

GOAL 13: Climate Action

GOAL 14: Life Below Water

GOAL 15: Life on Land

GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong Institutions

GOAL 17: Partnerships to achieve the Goal

The 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) to transform our world:
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